POSTSCRIPT
such a State be cut off from the sea by a narrow neck of land and
be compelled to pay port and harbour and landing and other dues
on,everything it imports to the Germans at Danzig?
So the Poles built Gdynia, port and city. Theymade a poor job
of the city. Here was a marvellous opportunity -— a virgin site, on
the clean Baltic, on which to build a well-planned modern town
that would convince the world of the Polish title to national free-
dom. Instead, they built a poorly-planned and ugly place remin-
iscent of an American city just emerging from its wild-west period.
But the port is good. Here the ships, great and small, can dock
and unload and send their cargoes into the heart of Poland, and
in these twenty years the traffic of Gdynia has grown until she
ranks among the great ports of the world.
The Poles have spent millions on Gdynia — as the Czechs spent,
millions on Slovakia. The Germans, though they have soft-
pedalled on this theme for the last five years, wishing to keep
Poland sweet until they could attend to her separately, have
always detested Gdynia, They claim that Danzig, as it has grown
in the centuries, is the natural port for the Eastern Baltic and its
hinterland, and that Gdynia is an unnatural excrescence on the
Baltic coast produced to gratify Polish nationalism.
In the main street of Gdynia is an ancient oak, which the Poles,
in the days before the World War when they were under German
rule, used to regard as the symbol of their hopes of freedom- The
tree was there before the Germans came, they said, and would be
there after they had gone. To-day the tree, guarded by a protective
low wall of brick, stands plumb in the middle of the traffic thor-
oughfare and chauffeurs have to drive round it.
Like. the Tree of Guernica, which symbolized their national
freedom for the Basques, this tree is likely soon to have only a
melancholy interest for the Poles. Their pathway to the sea, the
port they built at the end of it, will soon be lost to them. The
most they can hope for is a restricted measure of independence in
their own lands. Will Hitler even allow them that? Look at
Bohemia,
But perhaps the Poles, people say, will fight.  Ah, if they did
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